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Southern Cotton announces new season price structure  

2015 bale price shift to benefit local growers 
 

Following a successful third season, Whitton’s Southern Cotton has this week announced its 2015 

season price structure – honouring its promise to local growers to set a new ginning price of $65 - $70 

per bale after three years, and demonstrating its commitment to expanding cotton production in NSW.  

 

“For three years, the team at Southern Cotton has worked tirelessly to build a state-of-the-art ginning 

facility to exceed the expectations of our growers, who are central to everything we do, and every 

decision we make,” said Kate O’Callaghan, General Manager, Southern Cotton. 

 

“The new price structure recognises the commitment our growers have shown us as we’ve grown the 

business from the ground up, and looked for ways to attract new growers to the industry,” she said. 

“We plan to work closely with each grower to develop their business model.” 

 

With 56 growers ginning at the facility in the 2014 season, 200,000 bales (with a total average value of 

$100 million) were contracted and processed, up from 166,234 bales in 2012.  

 

The numbers and benefits to growing cotton as a summer crop stack up: 

 

 Cotton has a high return per megalitre of water. Water management is flexible and cotton water 

use is efficient and reliable. 

 Cottonseed and cotton lint commodity prices are currently giving growers great returns. 

 Growers have the ability to forward market. 

 Australia produces the highest quality cotton in the world and the southern crop is the highest 

quality. 

 

Ms O’Callaghan expects more growers to consider producing cotton with technology and education 

underpinning increasing demand for it as an alternative crop. 

 

“Our gin equipment is now capable of running at maximum capacity and with our in-line classing we are 

maximising the yield for our growers, ensuring where possible that the bale meets base grade, she 

said.” 

 

Southern Cotton will formally announce the new price structure at a special event in September.  

http://southerncotton.com.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“We plan to work closely with our growers in 2015 on developing business models that are sustainable, 

focused on efficiency, and ultimately highly profitable,” Ms O’Callaghan said.   

 

Ends 

 

 

For all media enquiries, contact: 

Lynsey Reilly, Director, Lynsey Reilly Communications 
Phone: 0421 312 370 
Email: lynsey@lynseyreillycommunications.com.au  

 
About Southern Cotton 
 

Australia’s newest ginning facility, Southern Cotton was commissioned and built in the 2012 season. The 

Whitton-based operation features state-of-the-art technology in quality measurement, cleaning, 

humidification, processing and data traceability. Southern Cotton employs 11 full-time staff and 42 

seasonal workers, and achieved Best Management Practice for Cotton Ginning Accreditation in 2013.  

 

Visit: http://southerncotton.com.au 
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