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Media release 

Monday, 18 August 2014 

Whitton’s Southern Cotton wins the Excellence in Innovation category 

at the 2014 Murray-Riverina Regional Business Awards 
 

Southern Cotton has won the Excellence in Innovation category at the 2014 Murray-Riverina Regional 

Business Awards held in Griffith on Friday, 15 August – acknowledgement of the Southern Cotton’s 

achievement in establishing the cotton industry in the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area (MIA) and state-

of-the-art ginning facility in Southern NSW. 

 

Southern Cotton general manager, and finalist in the Business Leader category, Kate O’Callaghan, 

accepted the award on behalf of the team. 

 

“The regional award win is a credit to the tenacity of the board of directors, who built the gin in just 12 

months after identifying the need in Southern NSW for a ginning facility, as well as our dedicated team, 

who has put its heart and soul into the business every step of the way,” Ms O’Callaghan said. 

 

Key points: 

 

 The establishment of Southern Cotton has seen cotton production increase every year from 

11,000 hectares in 2011 to over 32,000 hectares this year. 

 In the Murrumbidgee Valley this year, 32,000 hectares of cotton will be sown yielding 320,000 

bales. Southern Cotton will process more than 200,000 of these bales. 

 Southern Cotton has been ranked in the top 10% of gins in Australia, in just its third season. 

 

“As a leader in cotton ginning innovation, Southern Cotton’s focus has been on doing the very best job 

for the grower. Our purpose-built program, that provides production reports, data traceability and yield 

information, is state of the art and the moisture equipment and inline classing is critical to giving 

growers a better yield and return,” Ms O’Callaghan said. 

 

Southern Cotton will now proceed as finalists in the Excellence in Innovation category at the NSW 

Business Chamber State Awards, with winners to be announced on 28 November 2014 in Sydney. 

 

“Southern Cotton is proud to represent the Murray-Riverina region, and is keen to draw attention to 

how technological innovation can impact on a region’s income potential,” she said. 

 

Ends 

http://southerncotton.com.au/
http://www.businessannualawards.com.au/Regions/Murray-Riverina
http://www.businessannualawards.com.au/Regions/Murray-Riverina
http://www.businessannualawards.com.au/Home
http://www.businessannualawards.com.au/Home
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For all media enquiries, contact: 

Lynsey Reilly, Director, Lynsey Reilly Communications 

Phone: 0421 312 370 

Email: lynsey@lynseyreillycommunications.com.au  

 

About Southern Cotton 
 
Australia’s newest ginning facility, Southern Cotton was commissioned and built in the 2012 season. The 

Whitton-based operation features state-of-the-art technology in quality measurement, cleaning, 

humidification, processing and data traceability. Southern Cotton employs 11 full-time staff and 42 

seasonal workers, and achieved Best Management Practice for Cotton Ginning Accreditation in 2013.  

 

Visit: http://southerncotton.com.au 
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