
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

Updated media release 

Friday, 10 October 2014 

Made in the MIA 

Australia’s newest gin behind the growth of the region’s cotton industry 

 

Southern Cotton, located in the heart of the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area (MIA), has been instrumental in the 

growth of the region’s cotton industry over the last three years – with cotton production now well-positioned 

in the crop mix in a region regarded as the ‘food bowl’ of Australia. 

 

The establishment of the state-of-the-art gin by Southern Cotton has underpinned the increase in cotton 

production in the Murrumbidgee Valley every year from 11,000 hectares in 2011 to over 32,000 hectares this 

season, and the forecast is more than 50,000 hectares in 2015.  

 

Last month, the 500,000th bale was ginned by Southern Cotton growers Scott and Anita Hogan from Trevail 

Park – a milestone record for the Whitton-based gin.  

 

Quality growers and innovation have been the driving forces. 

 

“Our purpose-built ginning program provides our growers with production reports, data traceability and yield 

information, and the moisture equipment and inline classing is critical to better yield and return,” said Ms 

Kate O’Callaghan, general manager, Southern Cotton. 

 

Southern Cotton’s focus on innovation to improve sustainability and efficiency is changing perceptions of the 

industry, and has been acknowledged in the broader community, winning the Excellence in Innovation 

category at the 2014 Murray-Riverina Regional Business Awards. 

 

Ms O’Callaghan, who has been named as a finalist in this year's Telstra Women's Business Awards, is listed in 

the Women in Australian Agribusiness (WIAA) 100, and represents agriculture on the Riverina Regional 

Tourism Board, said Southern Cotton is also committed to contributing to the rural economy and the 

sustainability of the region from an agritourism perspective. 

 

“Southern Cotton has been proactive in educating local growers and visitors about how cotton is produced, 

and our regular tours of the gin are becoming a popular pit-stop,” she said.  
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Tiffany Bonasera, Account Director, Lynsey Reilly Communications 
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http://www.businessannualawards.com.au/Regions/Murray-Riverina
http://www.telstrabusinesswomensawards.com/news/awards-celebrate-diversity-of-nsw-business-women-602.aspx
http://www.farmonline.com.au/news/promotions/women-in-australian-agribusiness/general-news/wiaa-100-kate-ocallaghan/2693185.aspx
http://www.riverinatourism.com.au/
http://www.riverinatourism.com.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For all media enquiries, contact: 

Tiffany Bonasera, Account Director, Lynsey Reilly Communications 
Phone: 0404 464 515 
Email: tiffany@lynseyreillycommunications.com.au  
 

About Southern Cotton 

Australia’s newest ginning facility, Southern Cotton was commissioned and built in the 2012 season. An 

independent industry leader, the Whitton-based gin achieved 100 per cent compliance in the 2014 Best 

Management Practice for Cotton Ginning Accreditation report – the benchmark of success for the cotton 

industry. It features state-of-the-art technology in quality measurement, cleaning, humidification, processing 

and data traceability. Southern Cotton employs 11 full-time staff and 50 seasonal workers.  

Southern Cotton won the Excellence in Innovation category at the 2014 Murray-Riverina Regional Business 

Awards and will now proceed as finalists in the Excellence in Innovation category at the NSW Business 

Chamber State Awards, with winners to be announced on 28 November 2014 in Sydney. 

Visit: southerncotton.com.au 
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